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The Chair’s Message, Chris Kucharik
Greetings to all! As we close in on the end of the 2021-22 academic year, there has been
continued progress regarding the COVID pandemic, and we have been happy to be in
classrooms, offices, and conference rooms again, meeting in person with our students and
colleagues. The COVID cases remain low on campus and vaccination rates on campus are
around 95% for all students, staff, and faculty. Campus also eliminated the mask mandate
inside buildings as of March 11. Thankfully, there has not been a need to pivot back to a
virtual environment for courses.

Seminars
The Seminar in Plant
Breeding and Plant
Genetics meets on
Fridays at 3:30pm in
351 Moore Hall.

The department is entering an exciting time of growth with several new faculty positions part of
our discussions these days. At the time of writing this update, we just completed the interview
process for the extension faculty forage systems agroecologist position. I want to express
sincere thanks and gratitude to the search committee chaired by Shawn Conley and included
Lucia Gutiérrez, Valentín Picasso, Rodrigo Werle, Mark Renz, and Caitlin Collies. We are
hoping to have the new hire on campus by late summer.

We were also notified by CALS administration a couple of months ago that a new faculty
extension position focused on water quality was selected to move forward later this year. This
is a joint position request with the Department of Horticulture, and will aim to address the
current issues with degraded surface and groundwater quality that our state is facing. It is
All are welcome to
very apparent that we need more scientists and research to come up with effective solutions
attend.
that help the environment but also help farmers, too. And finally, one of the department’s
other identified position priorities has been to hire a new faculty member focused on cropping
systems weed ecology and physiology. Dave Stoltenberg, Mark Renz, and Rodrigo Werle are currently working on a
proposal this spring to seek approval of such a position in a joint effort with the Department of Horticulture.
A brief update about the ongoing discussions about a potential restructuring of the departments of Agronomy and
Horticulture: as can be expected with such an important set of decisions to be made, we have had working groups across
both departments meeting and discussing what a new unit may look like, but there is still uncertainty on the ultimate vision
of a new unit (including the name). I anticipate that it will take several more months to come to a consensus on what
direction we might be moving in.
See Chair, pg. 6
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Badger Crops Judging Earns Third
in Salt Lake City

Guilherme Chudzik , grad student
in Rodrigo Werle’s lab

Tom Bryan , Teaching Faculty in the
Tracy program
Margrethe Hippensteel , Research
Technician in the Jackson program
Carol Williams , Project Coordinator
in the Picasso program

Lucia Gutiérrez is part of a group
of 41 wheat breeders from 22
institutions involved in a project that
will accelerate wheat breeding in
response to climate change. The
University of California-Davis is
leading this 5-year, $15 million
research project to meet these new
climate realities and to train the
next generation of plant breeders.
The grant money from the US
Department of Agriculture’s
National Institute of Food and
Agriculture will lead to more
coordinated, sophisticated
research.
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The Badger Crops Judging team competed in the SASES Crops Judging
Showcase at the ASA-CSSA-SSSA International Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City
November 7-10.

John Searl , grad student in the de
Leon and S. Kaeppler program

Gutiérrez Co-PI on NIFA
Grant
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As a team, the Badgers placed third overall against a fierce field of over 20 teams
from around the nation. The winning team included seniors Tanner Oyen &
Brandon Strupp, Junior Mackenzie Hintz & Sophomore Zachary Olson.
Reserve team members included Juniors Chenxin Luo & AnnaMarie Hintz and
Freshman Thijs Laux.
Oyen led the team and brought home individual honors as well, placing third
overall, and winning $250 towards his tuition. Luo proved to be a strong
competitor placing 7th overall, just shy of scholarly prizes, but solidifying her spot
on the National qualifying team for their final competition this spring.
“The team was phenomenal despite this being the first competition that Madison
has attended for quite some time and the first collegiate contest for all,” Coach
Calli Anibas said. “Their dedication and excitement to learn and put in the long
hours of studying amazes me – and I am glad it paid off.”
Designed to prepare students for a future in Agronomy, the crops judging
contests include four separate sub-competitions in which students are scored
individually and then cumulated for a final team score. These include an
agronomic exam, a math exam, a plant and seed identification exam, and a lab
practical. The agronomic exam covers general agronomic knowledge of new and
past political and agronomic products, innovations and theory. The math exam
covers mathematical problems related to agriculture. The lab practical includes
on-farm scenarios drawn from several disciplines such as weed science,
entomology and plant pathology. The plant and seed identification exam tests
knowledge of over 150 crop and weed species.
The team traveled to North Platte, Nebraska March 30th – April 2nd to compete at
the National NACTA Crop Judging Competition. Go Badgers!
Submitted by Calli Anibas

View Lucia’s research here
and the article source here.
Submitted by Valentín Picasso

Badger Crops Judging Team
members (Left to Right): Thijs Laux,
Mackenzie Hintz, Brandon Strupp,
Chenxin Luo, Zachary Olson, Tanner
Oyen, AnnaMarie Hintz
Lucia Gutiérrez

Above left: Oyen, Strupp, & Laux during intense
lab practical competition.
Right: Hintz acing crop and weed identification.
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Congratulations!

Werle Receives Award
Dr. Rodrigo Werle has been awarded the Outstanding Young Weed Scientist
award, granted by the North Central Weed Science Society (NCWSS). This
award is given to members who fulfill the requirements to qualify in the
education, research, and service award categories and who must have received
a terminal degree no more than 10 years before receiving the award at the
annual meeting. He was presented his award at the NCWSS annual meeting in
December 2021.
Rodrigo has research and Extension responsibilities for weed management in
corn, soybean, and small grains in Wisconsin. His program focuses on weed
management strategies that help growers mitigate herbicide resistance
evolution, protect water quality, enhance agroecosystems services, and increase
food security. His program has conducted applied research on three main areas:
i) herbicide resistance monitoring, ii) herbicide off-target movement and fate in
the environment, and iii) biology, ecology, and integrated weed management.
The main goals of his program are to: i) provide relevant research-based
information and recommendations to Extension clientele, ii) train the next
generation of decision influencers and practitioners, and iii) help advance the
weed science discipline. To date, Rodrigo has authored/co-authored 52 peerreviewed manuscripts, over 170 abstracts presented at professional meetings,
and has secured over $1.7 million to support his program. Rodrigo has served as
the major advisor for 1 PhD and 6 MS students and is currently advising 4
academic staff, 3 postdoctoral research associates, 3 PhD students, and 1
visiting research scholar. From 2018-2021, his program delivered over 140
Extension presentations (over 120 hours of educational content) to more than
7,800 participants, hosted 23 field days and workshops (over 50 hours of
educational content) attended by more than 1,200 participants, recorded 37
Extension videos, and wrote 21 technical bulletins and 33 blog posts. Through
traditional and virtual outlets, the WiscWeeds program continues to reach
stakeholders across Wisconsin and beyond interested in weed management
information. For more information about the program, please access the
following link: http://www.WiscWeeds.info
The entire announcement, which is the source for this article and photo is here.

WiscWeeds Team Receives Awards
Grad students in Rodrigo
Werle’s lab received several
awards at the North Central
Weed Science Society annual
meeting, December 13-16,
2021, Grand Rapids, MI.
Tatiane Severo Silva and
Jose Junior Nunes won Grad
Student Travel awards.
Nunes also won 2nd place in
the Poster Presentation.

Rodrigo Werle

Below, top to bottom: Tatiane Severo
Silva, Jose Junior Nunes, and the
WiscWeeds Team (Werle, Nunes,
Nick Arneson, Nikola Arsenijevic,
Severo Silva, Ryan DeWerff, Bruna
Bolsoni, and Dan Smith)

Kucharik Selected as Vilas Associate
Chris Kucharik, Agronomy Department Chair, has been selected as a Vilas
Associate. This award recognizes new and ongoing research of the highest
quality and significance at UW. Recipients are chosen competitively by the
divisional Research Committees on the basis of a detailed proposal. All tenuretrack assistant professors and tenured faculty within 20 years of their tenure
date who have not won this award before are eligible to apply for this award.
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Kaeppler Awarded AAAS Fellowship
Shawn Kaeppler, left, has been selected as a 2021
American Association for the Advancement of Science
Fellow. “AAAS Fellows are a distinguished cadre of
scientists, engineers and innovators who have been
recognized for their achievements across disciplines,
from research, teaching, and technology, to
administration in academia, industry and government,
to excellence in communicating and interpreting
science to the public.” The tradition of naming
Fellows began in 1874.

Kucharik Earns
Outstanding Paper
Raegan Hoefler, above, is a
member of the Cereals
Breeding and Quantitative
Genetics Group, and she is
planning to graduate with a
PhD in Plant Breeding and
Plant Genetics in May. She
has accepted a position with
Syngenta on their Field
Analytics Team in Slater, IA,
for after graduation where
she will work to improve the
seeds product development
pipeline through enhanced
experimental design and
analytics. To top off a great
year, she is getting married to
her fiancé, Cody, in October.

Chris Kucharik’s paper titled,
“Spatiotemporal trends in crop yields,
yield variability, and yield gaps across
the USA,” published in Crop Science,
has been selected as one of the 2021
Outstanding Papers in Crop
Ecology, Management and Quality.
After careful consideration by the C3
division of the Crop Science Society of
America, his article was selected based
on scientific merit, innovation, and
discovery of novel or new approaches
in the field.

Roth Earns ARS Service Award
Adam Roth, research support in Shawn Conley’s
program, is appreciated for his professionalism,
positive attitude, good communication skills, and the
high quality of his field work and other work. Roth
goes well above expectations. He kept the team on
track during COVID-19 while Conley was on
sabbatical. During that time, he was deemed an
essential employee, and due to hiring restrictions,
he picked up slack to continue ongoing sensitive
research
please see Roth, pg 5

Berro receives Gerald O.
Mott Award
Ines Berro was selected by the
Agronomy Department as the
Gerald O. Mott Award recipient for
2022. This award recognizes
outstanding graduate students in
Crop Science related fields.
In addition, the Agronomy Graduate
Studies Committee selected Berro
as the recipient of the Elwood &
Lydia Brickbauer Research
Scholarship for 2021-2022. This
award recognizes a high level of
academic performance, research
competency, professional interests
and goals, and leadership.
Berro is a PhD student in the
Gutierrez lab in the Department of
Agronomy. She studies the oat grain
morphology and panicle architecture
based on image analysis. Ines’
research is focused on
understanding oat panicle
architecture and grain size genetic
components and their relationship
with grain yield and quality
components.
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Guilherme Chudzik is a
new Weed Science MS
graduate student in
Rodrigo Werle’s
program. He will be
evaluating weed
management strategies
in early-planted
soybeans.

Oyen Receives
Senior Impact
Award
Tanner Oyen, ‘23, was chosen to receive a Wisconsin
Agricultural and Life Sciences Alumni Association
(WALSAA) Senior Impact Award. Tanner will receive a
$1000 scholarship for his outstanding effort while an
Agronomy student at UW-Madison.

Guilherme is from Brazil
and received his BS in
Agronomy from the
University of Sao Paolo
in 2021.

Badger Crops Club Gets Sponsorship
The Wisconsin Certified Crop Advisor Board approved a
$750 sponsorship to support students in the Badger
Crops Club who participated in the crop judging contests
this year. Several students traveled to Nebraska for the
North American Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture
(NACTA) Student Judging Conference. The Badger
Crops Club is advised by Calli Anibas.

Welcome!

Alumni Spotlight

Rachel Bouressa has been named an at-large board
member of the Wisconsin Farmers Union. Rachel grew up
on a 5th-generation diary farm in central Wisconsin. She
received degrees in Agronomy and Environmental Science
at UW-Madison and took part in the Agroecology Masters
Program. Currently, she raises grass-fed beef cattle at the
Bouressa Family Farm in New London. She serves as the
vice president of GrassWorks and a coordinator for the
Central Wisconsin Graziers’ Network. Rachel is a farmer
mentor with the Wisconsin Women in Conservation initiative
and serves on her county FSA committee.
Source; submitted by Bill Tracy

Roth, from pg 4
within the program and kept things moving
forward. Roth has contributed significantly to
several recent scientific journal manuscripts
involving soybean and small grain research.
Beyond agronomy, he has worked hard to raise
his awareness of campus climate issues and to
foster a more inclusive work atmosphere for his
co-workers and the students around him. His
attention to detail and high quality of work have
significantly contributed to the success of the
agricultural research stations. See other ARS
award winners and source here.

Just announced: Calli Anibas was awarded the Arthur J. and
Ellen A. Maurer Extra Mile Award for her hard work and dedication
to the students in Agronomy. This award honors a faculty or staff
member who has demonstrated unusual concern for, and provided
exceptional service to under-graduates, graduates, and/or Farm
and Industry Short Course students. The recipient has a track
record of impact on students’ education, career plans, leadership,
or other aspects of students’ lives. The service should exceed the
level that might normally be expected from faculty or staff. Pictures
from the awards ceremony will be in the next newsletter.
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Picasso Director of $10M Project
Valentín Picasso, right, associate professor in
Agronomy, is the director of a new project to study
and support diverse perennial forage systems.
With the support of a $10 million grant from the
USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, a
multi-state team of researchers is embarking on an
effort to study these systems and promote their
adoption across the United States.
The project, led by the University of Wisconsin–Madison, involves a diverse,
transdisciplinary team of more than 50 researchers and stakeholders from 23 universities,
two USDA-Agricultural Research Service centers, as well as 12 farmer organizations,
industry groups, non-governmental organizations and government agencies.
“The prevailing agricultural systems in the U.S. are dominated by annual crop
monocultures that lack resilience to extreme weather, are challenged by soil erosion and
other environmental issues,” says Picasso. “Through this new project, we hope to
promote the transformation of the landscape to be more resilient, by integrating more
perennial crops and forages with livestock.”
Part of the effort involves convening a nationwide network of 50 farm pairs—one farm
already using diverse perennial forage systems, paired with one interested in transitioning
towards more diverse perennial systems—that represent all of the major agro-ecoregions
of the United States. Researchers will partner with these farm pairs to measure and
compare numerous production, environmental, social and economic factors.
The team will share their results through outreach and education materials throughout the
five-year term of the award. “We will also analyze the economic conditions, social
structures and public policies that hinder the adoption of diverse perennial forage
systems, and develop strategies to overcome these constraints” says Co-PI Andrew
Stevens from UW-Madison Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics. The longterm goal is to have diverse perennial forage systems adopted across more than nine
million hectares of land in the U.S.
The project’s management team includes faculty from Michigan State University, North
Dakota State University, Oregon State University, Saint Cloud State University, University
of Maryland and University of Wisconsin–Madison.
This project was announced on Oct. 6 in a USDA news release about new awards made
through the department’s AFRI Sustainable Agriculture Systems program.
“This is the time for agriculture, forestry, and rural communities to act. Together we can
lead the way with investments in science and research and climate-smart solutions that
feed and nourish families, improve the profitability and resilience of producers, improve
forest health, while creating new income opportunities, and building wealth that stays in
rural communities,” U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack said in the USDA release.
This project is supported by AFRI Sustainable Agricultural Systems Coordinated
Agricultural Program (SAS-CAP) grant no. 2021-68012-35917 from USDA NIFA.
Submitted by Valentín Picasso, source here.

Chair, from pg. 1

A couple of other notes, at
the federal level Congress
is moving to pass FY22
appropriations and have
included funding for a
USDA ARS plant
germplasm research facility
located at West Madison
Agricultural Research
Station in the legislation.
This is obviously very
exciting news and has been
the culmination of many
discussions and visits from
elected officials and staff.
More details will be shared
as they become available.
And finally, the search
process to find a successor
to current CALS Dean Kate
VandenBosch has
continued. The search
committee is working right
now to identify finalists with
the goal of those individuals
visiting UW-Madison
campus in the last half of
April.
As always, thanks for
reading our newsletter. We
are extremely grateful for
the continued support of our
alumni, emeritus faculty,
staff, and other friends!
On Wisconsin!

Resources
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Off and On-Campus
Resources for Students
This new resource is available to all
students. The link can be found on the
Agroecology, Agronomy, and PBPG
websites, but you can also find it here.
Click on “Mental Health and Human
Services Resources”, then click on “Off
and On-Campus Resources
Comparison Chart”.

All undergraduate and
graduate students who are
enrolled for credit (and pay
segregated fees) can use
University Health Services
for physical and mental
health care.
UHS also provides services
for post-docs, faculty, and
staff.

This site lists different types of
concerns you may have and how to
find the office that can help you
navigate through that concern.

Special thanks to our donors! Your generosity is valued!
Click below to support UW Agronomy’s research and professional
development opportunities.

Deadlines to apply to the
Agronomy Graduate Program or the
Plant Breeding Plant Genetics Graduate Program:
September 1 for spring entry
December 1 for summer and fall
For more information please contact:
Caitlin Collies
caitlin.collies@wisc.edu
608-262-1390

Visit eCALS regularly
for breaking news.

The
Badger Crops Club
now has their own newsletter!
Find them here!

Find more CALS news on
Twitter
(@UWMadisonCALS) and
Facebook (UW-Madison
College of Agricultural and
Life Sciences.

Subs cribe to Grow ,
Wis cons in’s magazine for the
Life Sciences ! Grow has upto-date news on the mos t
s ignificant as pects of CALS.

